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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To increase the flow rate of molten glass and to decrease the 
number of air bubbles generated in the molten glass during a vacuum deaerating treatment by 
forming the furnace portions in direct contact with the molten glass of electroforming refractories 
subjected to a heat treatment at • 700°C under an oxygen-containing atmosphere. 
SOLUTION: The electroforming refractories subjected to the heat treatment at • 700°C, more 
preferably • 1100°C in the oxygen-containing atmosphere are used for the furnace materials of 
at least the portions in direct contact the molten glass in the flow passages of the vacuum 
deaerating apparatus. While the atmosphere is sufficient as the oxygen-containing atmosphere, 
the atmosphere made higher in oxygen partial pressure than the atmospheric pressure is 
preferably used. The electroforming refractories in direct contact with the molten glass are 
preferably formed by removing the surfaces thereof by • 5 mm from the surface layers of the 
casting surfaces of the electroforming refractories prior to the heat treatment. The 
electroforming refractories are adequately zirconia-base electroforming refractories, alumina- 
base electroforming refractories, alumina-zireonia-silica-base electroforming refractories, etc. 
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